214                Panchapadika
Bimba - Pratibimba Vada (Theory of Reflection):

Yet Padmapada gives the illustration of the reflections
falling in the mirrer and in water. These illustrations go
to show that the ^anidamamsa^ (the aspect of the not-this)
of the ahankarta is the reflection of Brahman, and that the
reflection i& not something different from the Bimba (origi-
nal) of Brahman, but is the same as Brahman. The reflec-
tion appears to be different (distinct) from Brahman and it
also appears as distorting the original. Only this- much is
false.

Objection : But distortion and difference are facts
of direct experience in this case. How can you say that
they are identical ?

Reply : There is the recognition that both have the

identical features. The features of Devadatta when he i&
outside the house are found to be the same as those when
he is inside. Thus there arises the recognition. Likewise
there is the recognition of this identity bet veen the original
and the reflection.

Objection ; In direct perception there is the aware-
ness of difference. How can this be negated by mere re-
cognition ?

Reply: If the reflection is different from the original
there cannot arise any recognition.

Since we have the awareness of both identity and diffe-
rents, there arises the doubt as to what negates which ; and
the difference is negated because it lacks logical support.